
MEMORANDUM

TO: School Committee

FROM: Monica Hogan, Senior Executive Director, Data and Accountability

CC: Superintendent Brenda Cassellius
Chief of Staff Mary Dillman
Senior Advisor Megan Costello
Eva Mitchell, Chief Accountability Officer

DATE: October 6, 2021

RE: Presentation of 2021 MCAS Results

On September 21, 2021, the MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education publicly released 2021
MCAS results. Students in grades 3-8 and 10 took the MCAS in the spring of 2021 in ELA, Math and Science. In
recognition of challenges of the pandemic, DESE adjusted administration practices in the following ways:

● Students in grades 3-8 took only one session of a regular two-session test in ELA, Math and STE.
● Students in grades 3-8 were able to participate in a remote administration to accommodate families who

chose to have their children learn remotely through the end of the school year.
● Remote testing and shortened assessments were not options for students in grade 10 (class of 2023),

who are still required to pass the MCAS in order to meet the competency determination.
● The modified competency determination in English language arts and mathematics was extended to

students in the class of 2022 who had not yet earned their CD, in recognition of the missed testing
opportunities for that class. Juniors and seniors were still able to voluntarily participate in testing for
scholarship purposes.

2021 MCAS results should be interpreted with caution due to these changes.

Data Highlights:
Grades 3-8

● Ninety-one percent (91%) of BPS students in grades 3-8 took the MCAS in English Language Arts (ELA)
and Math, with participation by grade level ranging from 87% - 94%.

● Thirty-one percent (31%) of tested students met or exceeded expectations in grades 3-8 in ELA, a
decrease of 4 percentage points from 2019, which is less than the statewide decline of 6 percentage
points. The average scaled score in grades 3-8 ELA was 487.4, a decrease of 4.5 points from 2019 to
2021, which is similar to the statewide decline of 4.7 points.

● 20% of tested students met or exceeded expectations in grades 3-8 in Math, a decrease of 13 percentage
points from 2019, which is less than the statewide decline of 16 percentage points. The average scaled
score in grades 3-8 Math was 479.5, a decrease of 10.5 points from 2019 to 2021, which is similar to the
statewide decline of 9.5 points.

Grade 10
● Grade 10 students who did not take the MCAS in spring 2021 will have the opportunity to take the test in

fall of 2021.
● Across BPS, 70% of 10th grade students took the ELA MCAS and 68% of 10th grade students took the

Math MCAS.
● For students who participated in 10th grade MCAS, ELA results were consistent with pre-pandemic

performance, while math performance declined from 2019.

Tonight’s presentation will provide additional detail on student performance by major student group.
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